The role of coagulation, fibrinogenolysis and fibrinolysis in the development of fluid and clotted cadaver plasma.
Parameters for coagulation, fibrinogenolysis and fibrinolysis were measured in order to understand the formation of fluid or clotted cadaver plasma. All values found were distinctly elevated without significant differences between fluid and clotted material. The electrophoretic banding pattern of the fibrinogen and fibrin material also proved extensive coagulation and fibrinolysis in all cases. In vitro experiments in which similar electrophoretic banding patterns were obtained suggested that the development of fluid cadaver plasma depends on the activation of fibrinolysis prior to complete coagulation, and is enhanced by persistence of circulation as well as a physiological pH (7.4). In correspondence to post mortal time only an increase in elastase values was found.